For Reading to the Sick. " And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they pnt it tipon his head, and a reed in his right hand : and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews."? (Matt, xxvii., 29.) Early in the morning, before they led Him away to be crucified, the last cruelty perpetrated in the city was the mockery and derision of Christ as King. The hardened ruffians who had become exasperated by Pilate's vacillation, at last had matters entirely their own way. So before they laid the cross on the Sufferer, " they went through the whole heartless ceremony of a mock coronation, a mock investiture, a mock homage. 
